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Headteacher's Welcome

Welcome to our Trinity Term 1 half termly newsletter. | hope that you find it helpful and informative.

Staffing News

At the end of last term, we said goodbye to Ms Hudson (Year 9 PSL), Mr Machell (Behaviour Support Lead)
and Mrs Hicks-Beresford (Head of Year 8). We are delighted to confirm that Miss Brewer has stepped up to

Head of Year 8 for the rest of the year.
Upcoming dates Helpful Links

Monday 1st June Start of Term 6 School Website
Thursday 4th June Y12 UCAS Information Evening Paren rer lendar

Thursday 4th - Tuesday 9th | DofE Gold Practice
June

Timings of the School Day

Tuesday 16th June

Trinity Term Peri Concert

Thursday 18th June

New Year 7 Parent Induction Event

Friday 19th June

Anna Sibley Summer Concert

Friday 19th June

Y11 Prom

Monday 22nd - Friday 26th
June

Y7 Camp
Yr 10 work experience week

Friday 26th June

Y13 Prom

Monday 29th June

Inset Day (School Closed to all Students)

Tuesday 30th June

Y12 Sports Day

Tuesday 30th June

Art Exhibition Launch

Thursday 2nd July

Prize Giving - Bristol Cathedral

Monday 6th July

Trailblazer Graduation (3.30-5)

Tuesday 7th July

Y7-10 Sports Day

Thursday 9th July

Summer Concert @ Bristol Cathedral

Friday 10th July - Thursday
16th July

DofE Gold Assessed
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Homework Timetables
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Whole School Messages

Whole School Messages

Attendance of your child is now completed in Arbor not ClassCharts. We are aware that
sometimes these systems do not communicate fully and if your child is part of a
non-subject activity that ClassCharts does not show this correctly, particularly around
Attendance music. When we move fully over to Arbor this will not be the case but we ask that you
are patient in the interim. There is no need to contact our attendance team if you find
that ClassCharts is reporting absence and you know they have music.

Thank you. Attendance Team

Bringing all of the correct equipment to school each day is a crucial foundation to your
child’s educational success. We want to encourage students to take responsibility for
their stationary which is why bringing the correct equipment for learning is one of our
new school rules.

If your child arrives at school without their pencil case they can collect a pen, pencil and
ruler from the Cresswell Doors from 8.00am until the start of school without any sanction.
As long as they look after this equipment throughout the day they will not be given any
behaviour points for equipment. If you notice that your child is receiving behaviour points
for lack of equipment please support them with their organisation and remind them to

. take up this offer on the Cresswell doors.

Equipment

We ask all students to bring the following equipment to school:

A pencil case

At least 2 black or blue pens
A pencil

A sharpener

A rubber

A ruler

A scientific calculator

A reading book

The new year means some curriculum changes, particularly for year 9, who are now
starting their GCSEs in Science. Please see the links below for more information on
Science Science Pathways and how you can support your child in Science at BCCS.

Year 9 Science

Year 10 Science

Year 11 Science

Educake quizzes are set to help students revisit and strengthen their prior Science
knowledge and build their recall skills. All Educake homework is due at 9am on a
Monday. They should take up to 30min. Please give your child a quick reminder over the

Science Educake
Homework

Kindness Courage Hope


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BF8fAOJU4A2WURWv-5-ihmKhFtehlX88ASKWZeZU2-Q/edit?usp=sharing
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weekend so they can complete it on time and make the most of these planned
opportunities for review. Many thanks.

Educake for children with SEND

Improving the display: You can find some additional information for supporting your
child here. The article is directed at teachers, but really useful for parents and carers
supporting their child too.

Spelling: It may be useful for you to know that when a student types a response,
Educake is programmed to accept 2 incorrect characters. If your child has received
‘incorrect’ but they are sure the answer is right, they can click on the purple question
mark and their response goes to their teacher to check. Teachers can manually over-ride
to accept correct answers that are spelt incorrectly.

Duration: Educake quizzes are intended to take up to 30 minutes for children in year 7
and year 8. If your child has spent 30min on their homework and has still not finished,
please ask them to leave the remainder of the questions. The quiz will show as
incomplete on our records, but we can check how long a student has spent working
through it.

Bronze Award

YEAR 9: DEADLINE June 22nd 2026 for Registering for the Award

All details HERE in the letter. More information and advice can be found on the BCCS

DofE Website https://sites.google.com/bristolcathedral.org.uk/dofebccs/home and the
official Award website https://www.dofe.org/do/

-------

Year 9: Interested in DofE? sign up has been sent out to all parents - Students can
start planning activities to fulfil the Physical, Skill and Volunteering section of the award -
all advice needed on the BCCS DofE Website. Letter HERE.

https://sites.google.com/bristolcathedral.org.uk/dofebccs/

Sixth Form

Year Group Head of Year Pastoral Support Leader

13 Mr Davies Ms Jaishree

12 Ms Berry (Ms Kerry as maternity Ms Jaishree

cover)

There are many members of our sixth form community who struggle to buy clothing
suitable for school. If any adults in your household have smart / professional clothing that
is in good condition that they no longer need, the sixth form would welcome donations.
Please bring it to reception and we can make sure your donation finds a good home!

Y11 Art, 3D,
Graphics and
Textiles Exams

Students are now half way through their preparation time and have just 6 weeks to go
before their timed sessions. Your child will have received feedback from their teacher
about how to make progress, please ask them to share this with you, and take time to
look at the work that they have been doing. It always helps our art students if they have
to talk about and explain their work to others. Now that the second set of mocks are
over, half term is a great time to catch up on any missing development work, take photos
and visit appropriate exhibitions. The timed sessions (in exam conditions) are from the
28th April to the 1st May and then it is all over for them.

Kindness Courage Hope



https://www.educake.co.uk/motivating-and-supporting-send/
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PERATION

NCOMPASS

I every force. In every school. For every child.

Through Operation Encompass the police will share information with our school about all
police-attended domestic abuse incidents which involve any of our learners or who are
related to either of the adults involved in the incident.

Children are recognised as victims of domestic abuse in their own right even if they are
witnesses rather than victims of abuse (Domestic Abuse Act, 2021) As such, there is a
legislative requirement for police forces to share information with educational settings
through Operation Encompass.

The notification will inform the Designated Safeguarding Lead (Mia Helmich) about the

We are an
¢ : context of the incident, who was involved and where possible, will include the Voice of the
Operation ) ) I o ; N
E ) Child. The Operation Encompass notification is stored in line with all other confidential
ncompass . . S . . Co
school safeguarding and child protection information. This information is then shared only on a
‘need to know basis’ and in the best interest of the child or children affected.
We have a warm and experienced Pastoral Team at BCCS, who can support young people
on a day-to-day basis and particularly following an Operation Encompass notification.
We’'re excited to be restocking and relaunching the BCCS Reward Store - and we’d love
support from our parent and carer community.
BCCS Class | The store allows students to exchange their hard-earned rewards for meaningful treats
Charts Reward | and experiences, and we're looking for donations or offers to help us stock the shelves.
Store

We need your
help.

Suggested ideas include tickets to events or activities, money-off vouchers for local
eateries or shops, sports equipment, books, stationery, or other useful resources.

If you, your business, or someone you know would be willing to contribute, please get in
touch at info@bristolcathedral.org.uk. Your generosity helps us celebrate effort,
kindness, and commitment - and makes a real difference to our students.

Thank you for supporting our community!

Safeguarding

Has your child worked with CAMHS?

Police in Essex have released some disturbing details of harmful social media accounts
targeting children that have been involved with CAMHS and CAMHS inpatient wards.
Two young adults have been found to be involved in running TikTok accounts with
thousands of followers that encourage self harm.

E-safety
| would advise all parents/carers to closely monitor their child’s social media
(followers and following) and consider any contact that vulnerable children may
have with digital communities as they are often unregulated and can be
problematic or even dangerous.
We want our students to have the best possible environment for learning. To help with
Supporting a | this, please remember that chewing gum and fizzy/energy drinks are not permitted on
Healthy site.
Learning

Environment

Gum causes lasting damage to our school carpets, and high-sugar drinks can make it
difficult for students to stay focused in class. We appreciate your support in encouraging
water or healthy alternatives to keep our school clean and our students ready to learn.

Kindness Courage Hope




SEND

Bristol Parent
Carer Forum

SEND Parent Voice: Click HERE to complete our open communication SEND parent
voice. We will review all responses and provide a termly ‘You Said ...We Did’ feedback
via this communication. This survey remains open all year round and can be found on
the SEND support area of our new website.

The homework support club runs on Tuesday and Tuesdays 3.20-4pm after school.
From this term on it will be held in P105. There will be laptops available to complete
homework and X3 LSAs station at tables to support. Please sign your child up if HERE
you wish for them to attend.

Please check out BPCs Events page for an extensive list of bookable inclusive activities
and information events happening in Bristol to support families of children and young
people with SEND. https://www.bristolparentcarers.org.uk/events/

See HERE for a council run session for SEND parents explaining home school travel
arrangements.

Science
Educake
homework

Many thanks to parents and carers for your continued support in helping students
establish a consistent routine of revisiting prior learning in Science.

Students in Years 7-11 are set a weekly Educake quiz, which must be completed by
9:00am each Monday. Unless otherwise stated in a student’'s SEN passport, a
detention will be issued if this deadline is missed.

Students who miss the deadline might not see their Science teacher on a Monday to be
informed of the detention. Therefore, resulting detentions will be scheduled for the
following day. This slight adjustment to the usual same-day detention policy ensures
students can continue to follow the school’s no-phones policy and have the opportunity
to check ClassCharts notifications after school on Monday evenings, reducing the risk of
missing detentions.

We appreciate your ongoing support in reinforcing these expectations at home.

Year 11 2027

Bristol Cathedral Choir School Expedition to Morocco July 2027

Morocco Information evening for students and parents/carers
IE;(pedlttl_on This information evening is for year 11 students planning to stay at BCCS for sixth form.
n ormrfl lon It will be presented by True Adventure and is a chance to find out about our planned
Evening Morocco expedition in July 2027. There will be lots of information on the trip itinerary,
Mondav 23rd how to raise funds, the safety and back-up during the adventure, and the benefits
onday £or students will derive from taking part. If you would like to know more about the
February 6-7pm expedition prior to the information evening, please follow this link:
Cresswell | he//trye-adventure.co.uk/trip/bristol-cathedral-choir-school-mor
Theatre _ : .
Any further questions please email Katie Newton Dunn.
Intermediate Maths Challenge
Maths Congratulations to everyone who took part in the UKMT intermediate maths Challenge.

Certificates will be handed out in maths lessons later next week.
Well done to Tali, Ted, Emily, Tom, Ernest and Isaac who have been invited to the next
round of the competition, the Pink Kangaroo which will take place on March 19th.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfd2OoA09psfIs4E7kR6QuZPKjI07nilo5kXuhngA1N7de-Aw/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=110730848825596196972
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https://true-adventure.co.uk/trip/bristol-cathedral-choir-school-morocco-expedition-2027/

University of
Bristol

Maths Circles
Years 7-10

We Solve Problems, a registered charity, invites your child to apply for their free,
in-person Maths Circles, held weekly at the University of Bristol.

Maths Circles are training sessions that promote the art of problem-solving and
structured thinking. Students who love figuring out puzzles will thrive there, regardless of
their current proficiency with the standard school curriculum.

To subscribe for updates on the September 2026 intake please pre-register now: Please
fill in the short form here: https://forms.gle/cnpgjauoxgrx\WWcNR8

To find out more about what We Solve Problems does, please visit their website:
https://wesolveproblems.org.uk/maths-circles/

N JOCtuJreas™™

All Years - The weekly Futures careers bulletin has lots of amazing opportunities for students
Futures including university open days and tasters along with live apprenticeships starting in Sept
Careers 2026. Please feedback if any of the opportunities have been useful. Any questions
Bulletin please contact Roz Keir, (BCCS Careers Lead) , careersadvisor@bristolcathedral.org.uk
Post-16 All Year 12 students will see one of our L7 Qualified Careers Advisers, Ms Keir or Mr
Careers Phelps for a 1:1 guidance appointment. To ensure students get the most from this process
Personal they should register with Careerpilot and complete the Pathway Planner quiz - please
Guidance encourage your son/daughter to complete these tasks. All students have been allocated

an appointment but if they want to bring this forward please let Ms Keir know ASAP.

Yr 10 Work Year 10 have the amazing opportunity of Work Experience this year.

Experience WEX dates:

Yr 10 - 22nd - 26th June
Mrs A Fey
Work Work experience is really important not only to learn key transferable skills but for CV’s
Experience and job/university/college/apprenticeship applications. Without it students could miss out
Coordinator | on future opportunities.
Futurcs | Once a place has been secured all your child will need to do is add this to their Unifrog

‘placements’ and pat themselves on the back for having their work experience in hand.
There’s a guide on how to add a placement to Unifrog available on the WEX Google
Classroom.

| post weekly work experience opportunities on the WEX Google Classrooms, which also
hold many other key WEX resources such as the Employer database and a template email
to the employer.

Students without a placement will be expected in school for the week. Details will be
posted out closer to the time.

We are always looking for work experience opportunities for our students. If you are
a business owner/decision maker (or know somebody who is) and are able to offer a
work experience placement please do get in touch.

If you have any questions or concerns surrounding work experience please check the
information available on the website here , take a look at our WEX FAQ or drop me an

email, bccsworkexperience@bristolcathedral.org.uk, and | will be more than happy to
help.

Kindness Courage Hope



https://wesolveproblems.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e2ffb21bcc714c65a7f5b17b0&id=c477b9ac09&e=7ca67c4425
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Careers

Here is the careers bulletin for this week. Packed full of opportunities.

Yr 10 WEX week - 22nd - 26th June 2026

Students should be reaching out to employers to ask for placements and adding any
secured placements to Unifrog as soon as they’ve been confirmed.

Students can find guides and resources available on the WEX Google Classrooms under
‘Classwork’. If you have any queries or concerns please contact Mrs Fey, WEX
Coordinator, afey@cathedralschoolstrust.org

Co-curricular

***Updated™* Please click here to see a list of clubs on offer at BCCS this term

PE

A reminder that our expectations for PE kit are that the top layer should be a BCCS PE
top; plain black or BCCS bottoms (tracksuit bottoms, shorts, leggings or skort) and
appropriate footwear for the activity (trainers for all summer curriculum sports).

The summer curriculum is in full swing with students working hard to develop their
knowledge and skills in Athletics, Cricket, Rounders, Pickleball and Softball. Students will
soon start getting information about Sports Day which will be on Tuesday 7th July.

English as an

Does your family speak English as an additional language? To receive our termly BCCS

ﬁ:::;::;ael EAL community newsletter, please email Mrs Chapman, our EAL Coordinator, at
rchapman@pbristolcathedral.org.uk
The new year means some curriculum changes, particularly for year 9, who are now
Science starting their GCSEs in Science. Please see the links below for more information on
. Science Pathways and how you can support your child in Science at BCCS.
Curriculum ,
Year 9 Science
Year 10 Science
Year 11 Science
A reminder that Science Educake Homework quizzes need to be completed by 9am on
Monday for year groups 7-11. The purpose of these revision quizzes is to revisit previous
content so that students have the opportunity to practise their retrieval skills to aid
retention of knowledge in the longer term.
Students who miss this deadline will automatically be issued a detention for Tuesday, so
please take a minute to email your child’s Science teacher if they have been unable to
complete the homework for legitimate reasons.
Science For students with SEND:
Homework

Duration: Students in years 7 and 8 should spend no more than 30min on the task, even
if that means they haven't tried all questions. Their teachers can see how long they have
spent actively engaging with the quiz - 30min is enough.

Improving the display: You can find additional support here. Although written for
teachers, it is also useful for parents and carers.

Spelling: Please note that Educake allows up to two incorrect characters in typed
answers. If a student believes their answer is correct, they can click the purple question
mark for teacher review.

Many thanks for your support.

Kindness Courage Hope



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WJZ7CFdkKLLGP7gy5tDPQdEOZjt8U71_KRuwPzWWjw8/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:afey@cathedralschoolstrust.org
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https://www.educake.co.uk/motivating-and-supporting-send/

Music 2025-26

Here is a link to a welcome letter sent from the music department. This includes

information about all our events this coming year plus ensemble details and information on
instrumental/vocal music lessons and how to sign up.
Ensembles are now running weekly!

Trailblazers

See this letter - please direct any questions to musicadmin@bristolcathedral.org.uk

A reminder that students need to check their music lesson timetables at home before
coming to school. It is their responsibility to know when they have a lesson. We have had
an increasing number of students coming to the office to ask, some more frequently than
others.

Music
All instruments must be kept in the music cupboard on the top floor of the rectory. There
have been an increasing number of instruments being left in the Cresswell lobby. This
looks very unsightly, can be a trip hazard and it is not a secure location. School is not
responsible for instruments that are left here. If the instrument cupboard is full there are
shelves on the upper floors of the Cresswell by the theatre.
Music Upcoming dates for your diary

29th April
As the weather gets warmer, a reminder to apply sunscreen at home as part of the

Warmer morning routine

Weather '
Please also remind your child to bring a water bottle every day to school to stay hydrated.
Children in Bristol urgently need foster homes. By fostering with Bristol City Council, you
help children stay close to their friends and family. Every child deserves a safe and
welcoming home to help them reach their potential.
There’s no typical foster family — just as there’s no typical child.
You don’t need to be married, own your own house, or have specific qualifications to be a
foster carer. We welcome people of any ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, age and
religion.

Have you In return for your time and care, you’ll receive:

considered A weekly allowance per child plus weekly payments
fostering?

1. Dedicated support and regular contact with other foster carers
2. Free access to Bristol City Council gyms and other citywide discounts

"Fostering is the best thing we have ever done and brings us joy and fun every single
day." BCC foster carer.

Want to know more or have an informal chat with our team?
Email: fostering@bristol.gov.uk

Call: 0117 353 4200

Kindness Courage Hope
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BCCS
Community
Hardship Fund

The school is currently welcoming donations to our community hardship fund. Over the
years, we have successfully supported a significant number of families from our school
community who have required financial assistance. You can find the link to donate on
ParentPay.

Anything that you donate will go directly and fully towards essential supplies for families in
need. We will ask families to complete a form that outlines their circumstances and will
make an award where we see the most need.

If you are a taxpayer and would like to add gift aid to your donation please indicate this in
the note section with either a yes or a no, you will then be emailed a form to complete.
Thank you to all those who have donated in the past. Your contributions have had a
significant positive impact for our students and their families.

Y7-9

E¥ SUMMER FILMMAKING CAMPS — SPARKS FILM SCHOOL BRISTOL
CENTRAL

Looking for an engaging and creative activity this summer?

Join Sparks Film School Bristol Central for a week-long filmmaking experience at
Cotham School, Bristol.

Students work as part of a professional-style production crew to develop stories,
write scripts, film scenes and edit their own short films. Along the way they gain
practical filmmaking experience while developing creativity, confidence,
communication and teamwork skills.

[J No previous filmmaking experience is required.

O ' 20th—24th July

0O % 27th-31st July

00 % 3rd—7th August

O &) 9am-3pm daily, with optional extended hours until 5pm
0O ? Cotham School, Bristol

O B Ages 11-14
[J Childcare Vouchers and Tax-Free Childcare accepted.
[J To find out more or book a place, visit:

O https://sparksarts.co.uk/product/summer-camps-at-sparks-film-school-bristol
/



https://sparksarts.co.uk/product/summer-camps-at-sparks-film-school-bristol/
https://sparksarts.co.uk/product/summer-camps-at-sparks-film-school-bristol/

FILM & ANIMATION SUMMER COURSES

Don’tjust watch movies: make them. Join

Sparks for a five day action packed film or

animation course. Master digitial skills, make
» friends and create your own production.

Cor i

.
.

.i.'A.'.l(.i}*

SPARKSARTS.CO.UK

Kinship Care

Are you a kinship carer?

Kinship carers are friends or family who step in to raise a child when their parents may not
be able to. This may be temporary or long term. You might be a grandparent whose
grandchild has come to live with you or perhaps you are taking care of a younger sibling
or niece. There are more than 141,000 children living in kinship care in England and
Wales (source: Kinship care charity) and so you are certainly not alone.

If you are a kinship carer, please let us know. This will help us to better support you and
your child, and we will be able to signpost you to further help and advice. We will handle
any information shared sensitively.

Our Kinship Lead is Dr Brodie and you can contact them by
mbrodie@bristolcathedral.org.uk. Our Kinship Lead has awareness of the particular needs
of children in kinship care and the support available for children,carers and families.

You can also access information via:

The HOPE Virtual School Kinship care

Kinship: Home | The Kinship care charity | England and Wales

The Kinship care charity offer a wide variety of support for kinship carers including online
workshops on a range of relevant topics and local coffee mornings.
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